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Beacon Breast Centre – Rapid Diagnostic Breast Clinic

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY TEAM

• Breast Surgery

• Breast Radiology (+Radiography)

• Breast Pathology (Histopathology / Cytology)

• Specialist Breast Care Nurses

• Breast Care Administration / Clerical Support (Data 

Management)

• Medical Oncology

• Radiation Oncology

• Cancer Genetics

• Anaesthesia

• Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery (Oncoplastic Breast 

Surgery)

• Physiotherapy / Lymphoedema Support, Prosthesis Fitting

• Psychological Medicine, Social Work, Palliative Medicine

• Research Scientists

BREAST SYMPTOM

CLINICAL

ASSESSMENT

BREAST IMAGING 

Mammogram/ 

ultrasound

(+/- MRI)

HISTOPATHOLOGY

- Core Biopsy

- Fine Needle

Aspiration Cytology

• Rapid Access

• TRIPLE ASSESSMENT
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CM: 48 years, Female – Nurse

Married, 3 Children, breastfed x 3

Attended for ‘check-up’

• Occasional LEFT breast and axillary discomfort (no RIGHT breast complaints)

• Positive Family History for Breast Cancer and other malignancies

Peri-menopausal

RX: Duphastone (Progestogen), Mirena coil in situ

Bilateral breast and axillary examination – NAD

Reassured, explanation of peri-menopausal breast symptomatology, mastalgia advice

Discussion WRT Family History, surveillance advice

Surveillance mammogram

Case Presentation



4



5

Right breast – 3 o’clock: 9cm from nipple

• Invasive Ductal Carcinoma – Grade I-II

• Oestrogen Receptor positive (strong)

• Progesterone Receptor positive (weak/moderate)

• HER-2 protein negative

Right breast – 3 o’clock: 3cm from nipple

• Ductal Carcinoma In Situ – intermediate grade

• (ER strongly positive)

Multi-Focal Disease (at least)

?Multi-Centric

Histopathology
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• Mother: breast cancer - 49

• Maternal aunts x 2: colorectal cancer

– 50’s & 70’s

• Maternal aunt: kidney cancer

• Maternal uncle: prostate cancer

• Maternal uncle: lung cancer

• Father: prostate cancer – 70

• Father: colorectal cancer - 79

CANCER GENETICS ASSESSMENT

• Multi-Gene Panel Testing

Family History
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Treatment Plan

Right Mastectomy + Right Axillary Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy (Therapeutic)

Left Mastectomy (Prophylactic) NOT indicated

Consideration for Immediate Right Breast Reconstruction

Assessment by Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery

• (Ms Claragh Healy – St James’s Hospital)

Suitable for Immediate DIEP Flap reconstruction (Unilateral)

‘Up-Front’ Right Axillary Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy

• 3 lymph nodes removed – all benign

• No metastatic malignancy identified
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Surgical Therapy

Skin-Sparing Right Mastectomy – Breast Surgical Team

Immediate DIEP Flap Reconstruction – Plastics & Reconstruction Surgical Team
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Adjuvant Therapy

Definitive Histopathology

Multi-Centric malignancy (2 / 3 quadrants)

Low volume disease, No Nodes (Deep Margin free)

• Invasive Lobular Carcinoma – Grade II  12mm

• ER Mod/Strong, PR Weak/Mod, HER-2 Neg

• Invasive Carcinoma – Grade II  3.2mm

• Ductal Carcinoma In Situ – intermediate/High grade  16mm

Medical Oncology

Some more favourable, some ‘less’ favourable characteristics

NB: Oncotype Score

Not for Adjuvant Systemic Chemotherapy

Rx: Adjuvant Endocrine Therapy

Radiation Oncology

No Radiotherapy required
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• Breast Surgery (including Oncoplastic Breast Surgery)

• Breast Radiology (+Radiography)

• Breast Pathology (Histopathology / Cytology – Laboratory Medicine)

• Specialist Breast Care Nurses (including Specialist Ward Nursing Care)

• Breast Care Administration / Clerical Support (Data Management)

• Medical Oncology (including Specialist Nursing Support)

• Radiation Oncology (including Specialist Nursing Support)

• Cancer Genetics

• Fertility Management

• Anaesthesia (including Intensive Care)

• Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery

• Physiotherapy / Lymphoedema Support, Prosthesis Fitting

• Psychological Medicine, Social Work, Palliative Medicine

• Support Services (Irish Cancer Society, ARC, Marie Keating etc)

• ‘Other’ Services (Cardiology, Respiratory Medicine, Coagulation etc)

• Research Scientists (Biobank – Tissue Sample cryopreservation)

Multi-Disciplinary Team
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Thank you


