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The Impact of COVID on Cancer 

Cancer 
Services 

Disrupted

Diagnostics 
Slowed

Upstaging
Delayed 

Treatment
Poorer 

Outcomes

• Patient Reluctance

• Reduced system capacity

• Allocation HC staff

• Screening services paused:

• Across Europe 100m screening test did not happen

• 250,000 FEWER  PEOPLE SCREENED FOR CANCER 

IRELAND 2020

• Belgium / Netherlands:  Cancer dx decreases in 

2020 by 30-40%

• Clinical trials suspended

Cancer Mortality likely to 
increase by 17% in the 

next 5 years

Higher numbers of late-
stage cancers  will be 
the hallmark over the 
next 2-5 years.
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CANCER DIAGNOSES: IRELAND

45,000

Cancers: 2022 

200,000 

Cancer Survivors:  
2022

90,000

Cancers: 2040

400,000?

Cancer Survivors: 2040

200,000 -> 400,000
Pool of Cancer Survivors

-Clinical Follow Up 
-Blood Tests
-Scans / Mammograms / Scopes
-Ongoing Health Care
-Screening
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CANCER SERVICE PATHWAY

SYMPTOMATIC 
SCREENING

PRE-
CANCEROUS

STAGE I-III

CANCERS

CURABLE

STAGE IV 

CANCERS

POPULATION 
SCREENING

Clinical Trials / Research

Genomics
Precision/Personalised
treatment based on the TUMOR 
profile

SURVIVORSHIP
200,000 SURVIVORS

Genetics
Inherited Mutations 5-20% 
of all Cancers 

1.  Accelerate stage shift

2. Increase Innovation

3. Resource the Prevalance Pool



6

Thank you


